Unit IV DARKROOM TECHNIQUES
You have now mastered the techniques of basic photography.  In this unit you will begin to learn how to process and print your own film.  You have an opportunity to participate in one of two options.  Option A will concentrate on the black and white darkroom techniques while Option B will be for those interested in learning color darkroom techniques.  Enroll in one of these options per year.  You can enroll in this unit as many years as you wish as long as you sent more advanced goals for yourself.

Suggested Project Outline
1. Complete all project/activities outlined in the State Fair Exhibit Requirements.  Answer all questions and put them in the notebook.  Mount your pictures as described below.  Keep you records up to date.

2. Attend and participate in all club meetings

3. Prepare and present a demonstration or illustrated talk on some subject related to photography during a club meeting.

4. Complete the inventory of supplies and chemicals, do the cost analysis, do a diagram of your darkroom and complete an e-Record and present it in a standard, three-ring notebook (10” x 12”).

5. Exhibit your completed exhibit and e-record.

Label Your Photography Three-Ring Notebook

Attach the label to the cover of your notebook.  Be sure that the label contains your name, county, leader’s name, club name and unit number and option you are currently enrolled in.  
Project/Activity Experiences

Your skill in the darkroom will depend on how diligently you study your manual and complete the exercises outlined.  Here is an outline of the project activities you are to complete for Unit IV, Option A and B.

If your county allows you to exhibit in more than one option, you must prepare two separate exhibits, one for each option.  Exhibit them in two separate notebooks.

Mounting and Displaying Your Photographs

Following are some hints for mounting prints:

1.
Mount your photos on light – or medium-weight poster paper.  Three-hole  
punch the sheets to fit into your notebook.

2.
Use photographer’s cement or double-faced plastic tape.  Secure the 
pictures well.

3.
Label your photos with the descriptions of any work done such as 
cropping, dodging, etc.

4.
Arrange your pictures so that the enlargements and contact prints are 
close to each other.

5.
When the pictures are mounted, look them over and judge them based 
upon the evaluation guide provided.

Camera Quiz

 Before you start the practical darkroom exercises in this unit, you must be familiar with your member manual.  Read your manual carefully and complete this quiz.  Once you have completed the quiz, place in the notebook with your e-Record and pictures.

1.  What three criteria are necessary, or extremely helpful, to have when setting up a basic darkroom?

a._______________________________________________________________

b._______________________________________________________________

c._______________________________________________________________

2.  How elaborate your darkroom is will depend upon your__________________,

___________________ and _______________________________.

3.  Define the difference between the two different types of color printing materials.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4.  What temperature would the developer, stop bath and fixer be for making a proof sheet?___________________.

5.  Be sure and _______________________________________ with your enlarger before you begin.

6.  Define underlay:_________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________.

7.  _______________________ all your containers, trays, thermometer and towels after each use.

8.  Define cropping: ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

9.  A__________________________________ holds the negative in the enlarger.

10.  If your proof sheet is too dark use_____________________the exposure time.

11.  In planning a darkroom, the main objective is to arrange your equipment and materials for _____________________________and _____________________.

12.  Your safelight should be at least____________________feet from your work area and have a _______________watt bulb.

13.  A darkroom must be ______________________.

14.  The best way to develop your film in a temporary darkroom is ______________________________________________________________

15.  Describe the difference between printing –in and dodging:_______________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

16.  List the basic steps in processing film:

a.____________________________
h.______________________________
b.____________________________
i._______________________________
c.____________________________
j._______________________________
d.____________________________
k.______________________________
e.____________________________
l._______________________________
f.____________________________
m.______________________________
g.____________________________
n.______________________________

17.  List three control techniques you can use to produce high-quality enlargements.

a.______________________________________________________

b._______________________________________________________

c._______________________________________________________

18.  List three ways to finish your enlargements:

a._________________________________________________________

b._________________________________________________________

c._________________________________________________________

19.  Never use _________________________________ for mounting paper-based prints.

20.  Define standard control negatives:_________________________________

________________________________________________________________.

Photography Evaluation Sheet
This will help you evaluate your own work.  After your prints and slides have been returned to you, examine each based on the following points.

	
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair

	1.  Exposure

     Under?________________________________________________
     Over?_________________________________________________
     Accurate?______________________________________________
	_______

_______

_______
	____

____

____
	____

____

____



	2. Focus:
       Clear and in good focus?
	
	
	

	3.  Lighting:
       Subject in correct light___________________________________
       Shadows?_____________________________________________
       Too much light on subject on background?___________________
	_______

_______

_______
	_____

_____

_____
	____

____

____



	4.  Distance:
        Subject at an appropriate distance?________________________
        Picture shows what you wanted it to?_______________________
	_______

_______
	_____
_____
	____

____

	5.  Composition:
        Picture interesting______________________________________
        Well framed?__________________________________________

        Balanced?____________________________________________
        Textures well combined?_________________________________

        Patterns interesting?____________________________________

        Lines and shapes blend?_________________________________

        Did you isolate the subject?_______________________________

       Perspective?___________________________________________
	_______
________

________

________

________

________

________

________
	_____
_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____


	____
____

____

____

____

____

_____

_____




6.  When you have your pictures mounted on the pages for display, you may want to ask yourself the following questions:

a.  Are the pictures crowded on the page?

b.  Are the pictures arranged in an interesting way?

c.  Are all labeled?  Are the labels completely filled out?

d.  Is the page neat and attractive?

e.  Are the prints mounted securely with photo cement or double-stick tape?

f.  Are all photos required included in the display and in the order suggested?

g.  Are the titles printed at the top of the mounting sheet for ease of indentification?

Please Diagram You Darkroom

Include furniture/cabinet arrangements, sink location, light source, etc.  

Scale –1 inch = 1 foot.  Be sure to include this diagram in your three-ring notebook.  

Cost Analysis

Complete the cost analysis and the closing inventory and place it in the three-ring notebook as part of the exhibit.
Commercially Developed

Cost of film ( 1 roll of 24)


$______________

1 roll of 24 film developed




@ $_____________per roll
$______________

Total cost of commercially developed film


$_______________

Personally Developed

Cost of film (1 roll of 24)


$______________

Photographic Paper (24 sheets @ cost/




 Sheet)

$______________

Chemicals:  for 24 photos


$______________

   (please list separately)







$______________







$______________







$______________







$______________

Time: ______ hours @ $______per hour  ______________

Total Cost  of personally developed film



$_______________

How do you feel about the above cost comparison?  Why do you feel it is the way it is?  Is it worth the cost of developing your own film?  Time?  Please explain:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Cost Inventory

Film

_________ rolls @ $____________ per roll



$_________

Supplies

Photographic Paper _____________sheets @$ ____ per sheet
__________

Chemicals

Name





Quantity

Cost

____________________________
________

______

_____________________________
________

______

_____________________________
________

______

_____________________________
________

______

_____________________________
________

______

Total Closing Inventory Value





$_________


Equipment I now have:

____________________________

__________________________

____________________________

__________________________

____________________________

__________________________

____________________________

__________________________

Equipment I plan to get:

____________________________

__________________________

For Use With An Adjustable Camera

	Film Exposure Sheet

Total Exposure______________

Film Type_________         ASA_________

	Frame
	f
	Speed
	Lighting, etc
	Date

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	
	

	26
	
	
	
	

	27
	
	
	
	

	28
	
	
	
	

	29
	
	
	
	

	30
	
	
	
	

	31
	
	
	
	

	32
	
	
	
	

	33
	
	
	
	

	34
	
	
	
	

	35
	
	
	
	

	36
	
	
	
	


	Film Exposure Sheet

Total Exposure_________________

Film Type___________          ASA______

	Frame
	f
	Speed
	Lighting, etc
	Date

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	
	

	26
	
	
	
	

	27
	
	
	
	

	28
	
	
	
	

	29
	
	
	
	

	30
	
	
	
	

	31
	
	
	
	

	32
	
	
	
	

	33
	
	
	
	

	34
	
	
	
	

	35
	
	
	
	

	36
	
	
	
	


