Activity #2

Animal Identification: Ear Notching

Author:  Melissa Ring
"Materials reprinted with permission from Ohio State University."

GPP(s): 1
Group Size: 5-25
Length of Activity:  10-20 min
Background:

Proper identification of all animals is a key to good management and record keeping. Without identification, it is difficult to keep track of which animals are receiving which treatments or feeds.  Ear notching provides permanent, individual and inexpensive identification.  Ear notching should be done as soon after birth as possible to ensure immediate identification.  Each pig has an unique ear notch to signify the littler number and the individual pig number.  The right ear is used to notch the litter number and the left ear is used to identify the pig.  Each quadrant of the ear is assigned a number as shown in the diagram attached.  
Objectives:
· Students will learn about identification methods of hogs, the most common being ear notching
· Learn how to read ear notches

· Learn how to notch pig’s ears

· Understand and be able to explain why proper identification of livestock animals is important

Materials and Supplies:

· Cut outs of paper pig heads (attached)
· V-cut Ear Notchers or black magic markers if not using the Notchers.  Scissors could also be used in place of Notchers or markers.
· Small pieces of paper to write down realistic pig ID numbers

· Hat for students to pull their pig’s id and litter number out of.

Activity Description:
· Preparation:

· Purchase Ear Notchers, scissors, or black markers
· Make copies of the pig head cut out (two per person)

· Write down realistic pig ID numbers on small pieces of paper i.e. 13-6 (one or two per person)
· Activity:

· Give each member a copy of the pig head cutouts Separate the students into groups of two

· Explain that the students will learn what the ear notching system is.  
· Explain what the Ear Notching Identification System is.  Leave time for questions after going over the handout.

· Handout the scissors/ear notchers/black markers (one per person).

· Have each member name their pig head cutouts and write the name on the back of the head. 
· Explain that each member will draw a litter and individual number for the pig head cut out of a hat.  Each group member should not share their pig ID and litter number to their partner.
· After each member “notches” the ear of their pig, they will hold the cutout up so their partner can read the notches to identify the litter and individual.
· Follow up the activity by asking the following questions to recap:
· Which ear is the pig’s individual number notched into?
· When standing behind the pig LEFT
· Which ear is the pig’s litter number notched into?
· When standing behind the pig RIGHT
· How many quadrants make up a pig’s ear when notching it?
· 4
· What numbers are only found when identifying the litter number and are not found on the individual pig number?
· 27, 81
· Review why the Ear Notching System is important and address any questions.
Background information for agent:
Ear Notch Identification

In this universal system, the pig's right ear is used to identify the Litter Number.  All pigs born in the same litter must have the same notches. The pig's left ear is used for the Individual Number, so each pig in a litter will have a different set of notches.
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“1” is always the number assigned to the bottom quadrant of each ear.  “3” is always the number assigned to the bottom quadrant furthest from the head.  “81” is the number assigned to the tip of the litter ear (Right).  “9” is the number assigned to the top quadrant of each ear furthest from the ear.  “27” is the number assigned to the top quadrant of the litter ear (Right) closest to the head.

All numbers in the right ear are added to make the litter number.  All the numbers in the left ear are added to identify the individual pig within that litter.  With this system every number from 1 through 161 can be created on each ear.
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