Activity #1

Animal Identification: Overview

Author:  Melissa Ring and  Alexa Lamm, 4-H Agent, Douglas County
GPP(s): 1
Group Size: 5-50
Length of Activity:  10-20 min

Background:

Proper identification of all animals is a key to good management and record keeping. Without identification, it is difficult to keep track of which animals are receiving which treatments or feeds.  Animals may be identified in a variety of ways, including: ear tags, brands, ear notches, tattoos, leg bands, photograph/marking drawings, neck chains and electronic identification (implants, radio frequency ear tags, etc).  Official identification methods are recognized by State and Federal governments.  They allow for the ability to trace an animal from owner to owner or from owner to processing with the use of a unique individual identification number.  Some Official Identification Methods include ear tags, tattoos, and electronic identification.  
Why the Need for Livestock Identification? 

· Foreign Animal Disease control, surveillance, and prevention 

· Biosecurity protection of the national herd 

· Identification of livestock vaccinated or tested under official disease control or eradication program 

· Official identification of animals in interstate or international commerce 

· Accurate identification of blood and tissue specimens 

· Improvement of laboratory diagnostic and reporting capabilities 

· Health status certification of herds, States, and Regions 

· Effective regionalization and risk assessment in support of international trade 

(Veterinary Services, APHIS)

Objectives:

· The students will learn about the different types of animal identification and the purpose of it.
· Identify/ match the types of identification to the species as well as the equipment used for each identification method.

· Explain why it is important to have all animals identified properly and what this means for someone showing livestock.
Materials:
· If possible collect and gather identification equipment for demonstrations
· ear notchers
· tattoo applicator
· branding irons and laminated pictures of branded animals

· ear tags and tag applicator

· leg bands and band applicator

· neck chains (optional)
· computer chips/radio frequency ear tags (electronic identification) (optional)
· Print and laminate pictures of identification equipment. (there should be one copy of each ID card for each group)
· Laminated photographs of animal species or labels (there should be one copy of each ID card for each group)
Activity Description:
Preparation:  Print Photographs and Labels (each individual should receive a copy of all photographs and labels).  Laminate photographs and labels.

Activity Directions:  

· Divide the students up into equal groups
· Explain and discuss the various types of animal identification

· Ask them to name the different ways we identify livestock

· As they answer all the different types make sure you hold up and display the equipment (or pictures) used for each species/technique.

· Distribute the laminated pictures of identification equipment and the laminated photographs or labels of each animal species to each group.
· The laminated equipment photos should placed on a separate table all face up and spread out so they are easily viewed.

· Explain that each group member will select one animal photograph at a time.  The first member will take their animal photograph with them to the table with their group’s equipment photos.  They must select the equipment that corresponds with the species they selected. 

· Once the first member selects the correct equipment, the next member will select a different animal species and select the corresponding equipment.  The members should continue to do this until there are no more animal species cards.

· After each group has completed the task, hold up each animal species photograph and have the groups say what equipment and technique is used to identify it.

Discussion:

· After you have completed going through the activity and reviewing the different types of animal identification ask:
· Why is it important to be able to identify animals from a distance?
· What if you do not identify your animals in some way and they get loose with another ranchers livestock?
· Why I important for you to properly identify your livestock in order to ensure a quality product?
